
FERGUSON STREET WILLIAMSTOWN
PROPOSED LEVEL CROSSING REMOVAL

What is happening at Ferguson St?

 The State Government has placed the level crossing 
on its list of ‘dangerous and congested’ crossings to 
be removed by 2022.

 It has given the Level Crossing Removal Project 
(LXRP) the task of carrying out this project.

 Rail or road will be either elevated or lowered (this 
is  ‘grade separation’).

 The LXRP will be carrying out the first phase of   
community consultation this Sept/Oct.

What is the Williamstown Crossing Group?

The Group was formed by local residents in 2017 in 
response to community concerns with this project.

We have voiced our concerns to the community, 
Government, Council and LXRP over the past 2 years.

Why are we concerned?

 grade separation is likely to result in more traffic, 
(as has occurred elsewhere) and there may be more
through traffic and large trucks in the mix.  No 
traffic studies have been done as yet.

 some grade separation options would have a 
detrimental impact on the character of our town 
and the amenity of nearby residences and 
businesses.

 we want to ensure that community views are fully 
considered in a transparent consultation process. 
This first phase of consultation is the most critical as
the preferred option will be chosen afterwards.

 We believe the final design decision will be made 
this December.

What do we want?

Our first preference is for a traffic management solution
to remedy the issues in the crossing precinct.  However,
the Government has indicated that it will pursue full 
grade separation at the crossing.  

Our preferred grade separation option is Rail Under 
Road, where the tracks are lowered under the road and 
a new station constructed at the new level.  Ideally the 
existing heritage station buildings would be retained 
and repurposed.

Rail Under Road projects have been successful 
elsewhere in the west (St Albans and Ginifer) and in 
many other locations in the eastern region. 

Example of Rail Under Road at Ferguson St

In this design, the train tracks are lowered beneath the 
road and a new station built at the new level.  The 
existing heritage station buildings are retained and a 
deck built (coloured red in image) over sections of the 
rail trench.  (source:  Williamstown Crossing Group, 2018)

A similar design has been selected for the crossing at 
Balcombe Rd, Mentone.  (For details see the LXRP website  
https://levelcrossings.vic.gov.au/media/news/more-
community-space-at-cheltenham-and-mentone )

What don’t we want at Ferguson St?

Rail Under Road is the best grade separation option for 
Ferguson Street as it is the least-intrusive.  The other 3 
options will result in massive, ugly concrete structures 
that will ruin our town.  We do not want to see:

 Elevated rail/rail bridge over the road (as has been 
built on the Caulfield-Dandenong line)

 A road bridge (as at Newport)
 A road underpass (like Buckley St Essendon)

What can you do?
 Spread the word
 Email our local Member of Parliament, Melissa 

Horne MP Melissa.horne@parliament.vic.gov.au
 Email Jacinta Allan, Minster responsible for the 

project Jacinta.allan@parliament.vic.gov.au
 Keep in touch

 www.williamstowncrossinggroup.com

 willicrossing@gmail.com

f www.facebook.com/willicrossing

 Ian 0408 565 383 | Lorenzo 0409 636 125
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